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ABSTRACT

"Straw Man" linear regression crop yield models using time as the single
independent variable were created for corn and soybeans at the crop
reporting district and State levels in Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa.
Since yield trends may shift over time, several approaches to finding
the "best fitting" model were evaluated, including simple one-line models,
objectively selected 2- and 3-1ine segmented models, and models for which
shifts in yield trends were systematically tested for 5- and 7-year groups
of data. Comparisons of the models were based on relative percent
differences of predicted 1979 yields from actual 1979 yields, and residual
MSE values. Results show simple linear models had less fluctuations in
relative predicted differences (1%-22% as compared to 0%-39%) than the
2- and 3-1ine models, but consistently higher residual MSE values. Simple
linear models were the first choice in all corn yield models, while soybean
yield models had no consistently superior model. A simple linear model was
then selected as the single "Straw Man" model for all states and crops, and
yield predictions for 1980 were generated.

Key words: Yield modeling, linear regression, segmented line model, yield
trend.
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FORWARV

!nUia1l.If, .6eveJtal ftatheJtU.~-Lte!. fteMOYl.6 WeJte.J..de.nLi..1ie.d~Oft wanting ,to
dev~.~o~ ".6:tJtawman" MOp Ifi~d ;nod~. The..6e.mod~ weJte. Xe.1e.JtJte.d'to M
".6:tJtawman" be.c.a.u.6e.the.1f we.Jte.not taftge.te.d .to be. .6Upvu.Oft Iji~d mod~
a.'1dil w:L6 c.e.Jttabrl.1j hope.cl the.1} c.ou~c{ be. "h.noc.ked down" VV:'I e.M-U'.1I1)11
mOJte..6uc.c.e..6.6&u..tmode.L6. ~ -'-,

The.n, whlf .6hou..td .6uc.h modw be. dev~oped? The pJtJ..maJtlfinilia1. ftea.6on WM
:to have avadabte .6eveJta1. veftlj .6impte modw wilh whic.h to gain expeJtJ..enc.e.
in apptying AgRISTARS !J mode.t te..6:t and evaluMion CJL..U:vu.a. Thi.6 wou..td
attow :the. inilial e.xpvu.enc.e in te.6t and eva1.ua.tion to be c.onc.entJtated on
:the muhod.6 to be appued ftatheJt than on di6 Mc.u..ttie..6 intftoduc.ed blf :the
modw te.6:ted. AnotheJt fte.Mon Wa.6to u.uuze te..6t fte.6u..t:t.6 60ft the..6e
modet.6 to pftoduc.e a U6e6u..t pftec.edent .6e.tting :te..6t and e.valuation fte.poJtt.
A.6 attuded to above, ano:the.!t i~ ftea.6on Wa.6to identi61f the mO.6:t
de..6-Lttabte ".6tJtaw man" mode.t 60ft u..6e a.6 a be.tow ba.6e model. nOft c.ompaJtJ...6on
wilh mod~ to be te..6te.d in the 6utufte. Thu..6, modw whic.h did not me.e:t
Oft exc.eed peJt60Jtmanc.e.te.vw 06 the .6ete.c.ted ".6tJtaw man" c.ou..td be qu..i..c.k1.!!
di.6c.aJtded wilhout wa.6:te6u..t expendaufte 06 fte..60u..ftc.e..6-i..n:thUft 6u.Jttheft
evafuation.

In ftwo.6pec.t, .6eveJtal bene.Mua1. by-pftoduc.:t.6 06 :thi.6 fte..6eaJtch c.an be
identiMed. The JtepoJtt pftovide..6 .6ome c.ompaJt-i...60n.606 .6ubjec.tive veMu.6
objec.:tive mUhod.6 06 handt-i..ng the tfte.nd (appued tec.hnotoglf) vaftiabte. -i..n
.6impte. If-i..e.tdmod~. The ana1.lf.6e..6 pfte..6en:ted ill 0 pJtovide .6ome c.tue..6 a.6
:to :the natu..fte. 06 appued tec.hnotoglf yi~d impac.:t.6 ove.!t time. FinaUy,
thi.6 fte..6eaJtc.h tead.6 :to the .6e.tec.:tion 06 a .6impte. mod~ whic.h c.an be adap:te.d
60ft u..6e -i..nMif aJtea whefte hi.6:toJtJ..c.yie.td da.:ta c.an be. obtained, even :though
mueoftotogic.al Oft pftoduc.tion input data i.6 e.ilheJt unavailabte Oft unfteUabte.

Wende.tt W. W-Lt.6on, Head
Yie.td Eva1.u.ation S:ta66
Yie.td Re..6eaJtc.h Bftanc.h
Sta;ti.6tic.a1. Re..6eaJtc.h V-i..vi.6ion

Iowa, Illinois and Indiana
Crop Reporting Districts
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Analysis of Crop Yield Trends and Development
of Simple Corn and Soybean "Straw Man" Models

for Indianat Illinoist and Iowa

Richard A. Kestle

INTRODUCTION

One of the major tasks in the AgRISTARS program is to test and evaluate
candidate yield models with respect to a variety of desirable model
characteristics. One such evaluation criterion is the increased yield
indication reliability of the candidate models as compared to some pre-
determined "below base" model. The "straw man" 1/ modelst developed only
from trend analysis, provide a standard to compare the yield indication
reliabilities of candidate models. Models which fail to predict as re-
liably as the "straw man" can then be rejected from further evaluation.
The creation and documentation of these "straw man" models is the focus
of this report. "Straw man" models are developed for corn and soybean
yields at the Crop Reporting District (CRD) and state levels in Iowa,
Indianat and Illinois.

A very simple yield model is a linear regression model with but one
independent variable: year (i.e.t trend). Such a model will often
explain a significant portion of the variability in yield data. For
examplet a simple linear model for CRD corn yields in Iowa which uses
year as the only independent variable Iiexplains" from 39 to 80 percent
of the year-to-year variability in yield.

Howevert it can be seen (Figures 1 to 3) that yields have not only in-
creased but yie'.d trends may have shifted over time. Advances in technology
are thought to play an important role in the upward shifts in yields trends.
Shifts in yield trends vary with each state and CRD as they may occur at
different times, different ratest or not at all. The identification of the
beginning and ending points of such trend shifts is difficultt but may be
important in producing an efficient "straw man" model.

It then seems reasonable to develop "straw man" models which take into
consideration trend shifts over timet yet retain the use of only time as
the independent variable. Such models are simple and may give reasonable
yield indications without sophisticated weathert soil, or economic inputs.
It follows that any candidate model using these additional inputs would be
expected to predict yield at least as well; if not, such a candidate model
would be disqualified without further review.

Model Development

There are a variety of potential "straw man" models. Since we are concerned
only with fitting simple linear models to yield datat and since it is
apparent that yield trends have shifted over timet the problem in selecting

1/- According to The American Heritage Dictionary, William Morris, ed., 1976,
"straw man" is defined as "one set up as an opponent to be easily defeated or
refuted."

1



Fisure 1: IOWA Corn and Soybean Yield
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FI.ure 2: ILLINOIS Com and Soybean Yield
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Fleure 3: INDIANA Corn and Soybean Yield
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the "best" model is in many respects the problem of identifying the
length and slope of the latest yield trend.

Of course, the model which most closely "fits" the actual yields over
time will be an important model to consider. To best measure a model's
"fit" we use the residual MSE (mean squared error, which is equal to the
residual sum of squares divided by the degrees of freedom). Generally
speaking, the lower the MSE the better the model "fit." A second measure
of some comparative use is R2 (coefficient of determination, which identi-
fies the percent of total variation accounted for by the model). Again,
generally speaking, the higher the R2 the better the model "fit."

However, the point of greatest concern for a model is its predictive
ability; how close does it come to predicting actual yield? Therefore
our foremost interest is in accurately fitting a model to the latest
identifiable trend, even at the expense of higher residual MSE or lower
R2 values.

Much of this work in model development has been directed towards finding
ways to objectively identify the beginning and ending years for the
shifting yield trends in each state and CRn. Then for each segment of
years we will fit a linear model, with special attention to be given to
the last segment.

For comparison purposes we took four general approaches to generating
models for each state and CRD. All of the models were run using yield
data complete through 1978. Predicted 1979 yields were then derived, and
the + percentage deviations from actual 1979 estimates were compared along
with-residual MSE and R2 values. On the basis of these comparisons one
model was selected for each CRn and state, and its equational form and
1980 predicted yield are listed in the Appendix (Tables Al.-A6.).

The four general approaches are as follows:

o Fit a simple one-line regression equation to all the data, without taking
into account shifts in trends.

o Review graphs and subjectively select join-point years for 2- and 3-line
models. These models will be less acceptable because the subjectivity
involved makes it difficult to access their consistency of performance.
Still, they are of interest for comparative purposes.

o Conduct tests for changes in the slopes of the trends by systematically
observing 5- and 7-year groups of data. These tests of hypotheses were
conducted at the 10% and 15% level of significance, and are an objective
(though inefficient) way of determining the length in years of the latest
yield trend.

o Use of the completely objective segmented-line approach developed by
J. Sebaugh at the Kansas State University. This approach selects the
"best" of all possible 2- and 3-line models by minimizing the residual
sum of squares and exactly identifying the segment join-points.

5



In the following sections of this report each state/crop combination is
reviewed separately. The listing of all generated models and statistics
would be quite burdensome, so tables have been kept to a minimum and are
only used to augment the discussions. Before proceeding with these
discussions, however, a more in-depth review of the models will be made
and the data bases will be described.

Model Review

Simple linear regression line.

In all cases the equation will be of the form:

Y = aO + Bl(X). where Y = yield and X = (year - 1956).

All simple linear models used to predict 1979 data have 21 degrees of
freedom (n - 2, where n = 23 years of data).

Subjective 2- and 3-line models.

Subjective models were derived for the entire available data set. The
join-points of the various segments were identified by eye from observing
graphs of the yield curves.

Two-lined models were developed by using 2 independent variables. The
first variable was held constant at a value of one while the second increased
by one with yearly increments until the join-point was reached. At that point
the first variable was allowed to begin increasing by one with yearly in-
crements while the second was held constant at whatever value it had attained
upon reaching the join-point.

Thus the equation would be of the form:

Y = aO + Bl(X1) + B2(X2), where Y = yield,

Xl (year') if year ~ year of join-point
(K) if year > year of join-point

X2 1 if year ~ year of join-point
(year") if year> year of join-point,

and the transformed independent variables are:

year' = year - 1930,

K = year of join-point - 1930

year" = year - year of join-point.

In a similar manner a 3-1ine model would be of the form:

6



Because these models were derived over the entire available data set, there
would be (n - 3) degrees of freedom for a 2-line model and (n - 4) degrees
of freedom for a 3-line model (where n = number of years of data).

5- and 7-year models.

As a means to objectively find the length in years of the latest yield
trend, the slope of the trend line for the last 5 years of data (1974-1978)
was compared with the slope of the trend line for the 5 years previous to
it (1969-1973). F-tests were run for the null hypothesis that these trend
slopes were equal. The probability of rejecting the null hypothesis when
it is true was set at .10 and .15.

If the null hypothesis was not rejected, all 10 years of data were grouped,
a new slope of the trend line for the 10 year period was determined, and it
in turn was compared with the slope of the trend line for tne next 5 year
period (1964-1968). As long as the significance levels did not fall below
10% or 15% we continued accumulating and testing groups of data as far back
as the data would allow (1956).

If the null hypothesis was rejected. the conclusion was that a significant
shift in the yield trend had occurred. Then a simple linear model would
be developed using only the latest group of 5 or 10 (or similar multiple
of 5) years of data, In a like manner, tests were also done using groups
of 7 years of data.
The end results were a series of four possible linea~ equations:
o for 5-year groups of data tested at an a .10 level;

o for 5-year groups of data tested at an a = .15 level;

o for 7-year groups of data tested at an a .10 level;

o for 7-year groups of data tested at an a = .15 level.

All equations were of the form:

Y = aO + Bl(X), where Y = yield and X = (year - 1930).

If no tests of hypothesis resulted in a rejection of the null hypothesis,
then all years of data were used and the model becomes exactly the same as
the simple linear model explained above.

The degrees of freedom for each model varied from 21 (all 1956-1978 data
used) to 3 (only 1974-1978 data used).

It can be seen that this method of identifying changes in yield trend,
though systematic and objective, will not efficiently catch all major
trend shifts. Tables showing significance levels for the various tests
in each state can be found in the Appendix (Tables A7.-A12.).
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Objective 2- and 3-line models (segmented-line approach).

A Fortran progra~/ was used to develop models which use a series of inter-
secting straight lines. The lines intersect at join-points identified by
the program. Least squares estimators of the line coefficients and join-
points are calculated for every possible combination of join-points and
the program selects those which give the smallest residual sum of squares.

Only 2- and 3-line models were developed in this study. Each model is
fitted over the entire data set, so that 2-line models have 19 dezrees
of freedom (n - 4, where n = 23 years of data) and 3-line models have 17
degrees of freedom (n - 6). Each line is of the form:

Y = aO + Sl(X) , where Y = yield and X = (year - 1956).

Only tbe line segment for the most recent years is use~ in projecting
yi~lds for the next year. Therefore, although the full 23-year data
series does provide more degrees of freedom, the last line segment could
r~ptesent as few as two years. Predictions from such a model could be
much worse than a l-line model whic~l was based on the most recent 5- to
7-year period.

Data Bases

Yield data sets for corn for grain and soybeans for beans (in quintals
per hectare) were assembled for Iowa, Illinois, and Indiana. (Table 1.
shows some bushels/acre to quintals/hectare conversions for comparative
purposes). All three data sets are revised through 1978 (as of June 1,
1980) and contain preliminary 1979 data. The yields are at both the CRD
and state level. The following table lists the earliest date of considered
yield data for each crop and state:

Corn
Soybeans

Iowa

1956
1950

Illinois

1954
1931

Indiana

1931
1937

There are corn and soybean yield data available for earlier years in these
states. However, changes in definition and reporting of the data have
occurred. For the purpose of selecting "straw man" models for use in 1980
all data sets were limited to data back through 1956 only. This was done
for several reasons.

o Because of technological advances in agricultural practices (including
increased fertilizer and chemical applications, hybrid seed development, etc.)
there wo ul d really be little value in comparing yield trends of the
past few years with 25 or more years ago.

1/ See note page 22.
8



Table 1: Comparisons of Yields in Bushels/Acre to Yields in
Quintals/Hectare.

Corn Yields*
Bush/Acre 60 70 80 90 100 110 120
Qntl/Hect 37.66 43.93 50.21 56.49 62.76 69.04 75.32

*where yield in (Qnt1] = (BUSh] X [.254 ]Hect Acre .404694

Soybean Yields**
Bush/Acre 15 20 25 30 35 40 45
Qntl/Hect 10.09 13.45 16.81 20.18 23.54 26.90 30.26

*w..-h . ld· [Ontl] = [BUSh) X (.27216 )-were Y1e 1n Hect Acre .404694

o Only post-1955 data could be used for Iowa because of a definitional
change in Iowa corn for grain data prior to 1956. Thus, Iowa more or
less acts as a "least common denominator" for all tileother data sets.
If we are to draw comparisons of a general nature over all states, it
would seem that each should use a data set for the same period.

o In the AgRISTARS program the USDA will be developing models for several
countries, most of which will have data sets for a limited number of
years. Experience gained in using U.S. data sets for similar lengths of
time may prove beneficial.

State/Crop Combination Results

Iowa corn

Simple linear models fitted to 1956-1978 yield data for the 9 CRD's show
yield trend slopes of .98 to 1.46 with a state yield slope of 1.24. In
comparison, a subjective 2-line model with a join-point at 1970 show slopes
in the last line segment of from -1.01 to 1.02. In all but one of the CRD's
(CRD 30) residual MSE's were lower in the subjective models than in the
simple linear model. R2 values in the subjective models were also greater
than or equal to the R2 values in the simple linear model for all CRD's.

A review of the generated 5- and 7-year group models shows that a vast
majority of them use all of the data. Five-year groupings showed significan
changes in trend at the a = .10 level in only CRD 20, and at the a = .15
level in CRD's 20 and 30. Seven-year groupings showed significant changes
at the a = .10 level in only CRD 50, and at the a = .15 level in CRD's 50
and 90. In 3 of the 4 significant CRD's, MSE values were far larger than
MSE values resulting from any other model.

9



Objective 2- and 3-line models show reduced residual MSE. Indeed, the
3-line model resulted in the lowest MSE in 8 out of the 10 cases (9 CRD's
and state total). Join-points for the 2-line models were of various years
(1961, 1967, 1970, 1971, 1972, and 1976) while practically all 3-line
models (7 out of 10) showed join-points in the years 1972 and 1974. This
reflects poor crop years and steep drops in yields. The result of these
join-points being in the later years is that the last line segment (from
which 1979 is to be predicted) is of very short length. Slopes of these
segments were as high as 25.54! Only 2 models showed slopes in the last
segment as being under 2.00 and most were over 4.00. Nevertheless, only
the most extreme slopes produced predicted yields greater than actual
yields (see Table 2).

The results of the predictive ability of all the models are shown in Table 2.
The prediction of every model was well below the true yield in 1979. The
models which came closest were the simple linear models (5 out of 10) and
the objective 3-line model (5 out of 10). Five out of 10 of the predicted
yields which were farthest from the true yield occurred in the objective
2-line model. It seems apparent that the only realistic choice in model
performance lies between a simple linear model and the 3-line segmented
model. A closer comparison between these models is in order.

Table 3 presents the square root of the residual MSE values in the original
units (quintals/hectare) for these two models. It is obvious that the
3-lined segmented model reduces the squared errors by significant amounts,
and where the MSE's are lowest (CRD's 20, 30, and 60) the predicted yields
are acceptably close to true yields. It might also be said that while the
simple linear model had the closest predicted values in one-half of the
models, this was not due to any remarkably accurate capacity of its own
but rather to the terribly inaccurate prediction of the others.

If there is any redeeming feature to the simple linear model, it is its
consistency. There is little chance of its missing the actual yield by
such wide margins as 22%, 31% or 39% as exhibited in other models.
Since the last 7-10 years of crop yields in Iowa have shown a penchant
for wide fluctuations this factor is of no little worth.

Models using 1979 data have been generated in order to predict 1980 yields.
In them, it can be seen that most of the 3-line models have retained 1974
as the join-point for the last line segment. Several, however, have shown
a jump to 1977 for the join-point. Predicted 1980 yields are up in almost
every CRD with many showing increases of 5-20 quintals per hectare over
actual 1979 yields. Meanwhile simple linear models show much more modest
increases of 1-5 quintals per hectare over predicted 1979 values, and most
are still below actual 1979 yields.

Taking all these facts into consideration along with a review of parameter
estimates of the model for 1980, we select the simple linear models to
be used in all CRD's and at the state level. However, we will complete
a review of all other states and crops in order to come up with one over-
all model selection which best fits the various data in general.
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Table 2: Relative Percent Difference of Predicted 1979 Yields from
Actual 1979 Yields.

IOWA CORN

CRD
MODEL 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 State

Simple Linear -12 -11 -14 -16 -16 -14 -19 -17 -17 -15
Subj. 2-Lines -19 -20 -17 -28 -30 -20 -32 -33 -27
5-Yr Groups* -20 - 5
7-Yr Groups* -36 -33
Obj. 2-Lines -22 -20 - 3 -22 -35 -19 -34 -39 -32 -27
Obj. 3-Lines +17 - 4 - 2 +31 -20 - 8 -11 -24 -26 -11

* Models were developed for a = .15 significance level (which includes all
those models developed at the a = .10 level). Blank entries are for CRD's
where no significant changes in trend occurred, so that the model would be
a simple linear model.

Table 3: Comparison of the Square Root of Residual MSE Values (in
Quintals/Hectare) for the Simple Linear and 3-Line Segmented
Models.

IOWA CORN

CRD
MODEL 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 State

Simple Linear 7.9 5.8 5.0 8.9 8.2 5.1 9.8 9.8 7.0 6.2
Obj. 3-Lines 5.7 3.1 4.0 6.3 6.4 4.0 7.3 8.6 6.0 3.9

11



Iowa soybeans

Simple linear models fitted to 1956-1978 yield data for the nine CRD's
show yield trend slopes of .29 to .41 with a state yield slope of .34.
Residual MSE values were also fairly consistent, ranging from only 2.11
to 5.64. All in all, soybean yields in Iowa did not seem to show much of
a yield trend shift except for one exceptional year (1974), as a review
of Figure 1. and the following discussion in this section will bear out.

No subjective models were run over the test period (1956-1978), but 2-line
subjective models with join-points at 1970 were run for the period 1950-1978.
In a comparison with simple linear models run over the same data set it was
seen that residual MSE values were not greatly changed (4 CRD's had lower
MSE and 5 had higher than in the simple linear models) and predicted yields
in the subjective models were farther from the true yields in 6 of 9 CRD's.
Because of the rather consistent trend in soybeans it was difficult to
subjectively select a join-point for a 2-line model.

Returning to the test period (1956-1978), a series of 5- and 7-year group
models were generated with interesting results. No 7-year groups showed
significant trend changes, so that all such groupings resulted in simple
linear models. Five-year groups did produce significant changes at a = .10
in CRD's 60, 70, and 90, and at a = .15 in CRD's 20, 30, 60, 70, 80, 90,
and at the state level. In every case the join-point came in 1974. Residual
MSE's were quite good, and in 3 CRD's they proved to be lower than any MSE
value produced by all the other models.

Objective 2-line methods resulted in models with join-points at 1957, 1969.
1970, and 1976. In almost every case residual MSE were reduced from the
simple linear model. However, objective 3-line models showed even further
reductions in MSE. Seven of 10 possible cases (9 CRD's and the state total)
had their lowest MSE value in the 3-line model. Six of 10 cases had their
join-points in 1972 and 1974, with all others having their last join-point
in either 1975 or 1976.

It can be seen that there is a direct relationship between shortness of
the last line segmL~t, steepness of the slope of that line segment, and a
greater percentage error in predicted yields. CRD's 40 and 50 had their
last join-point in 1976, the steepest slopes of all models (4.38 and 6.32
respectively), and a relative error in predicting the true yield of 24%
(see Table 4). Those CRD's with the last join-point in 1974 had slopes
of 1.06 to 2.11 and relative predicting errors of less than 10%.

A review of the predictive abilities of each model is given in Table 4.
Very accurate predictions occurred in the simple linear, 5-year group,
and 3-line segmented models. The predicted yields for the 5-year group
and 3-line models are the same in CRD's 20, 60, 70, 80, 90, and state
total. This is because in these cases both models used 1974-1978 as the
length of the last line segment from which to predict.

12



Table 4: Relative Percent Difference of Predicted 1979 Yields from
Actual 1979 Yields.

IOWA SOYBEANS

CRD
MODEL 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 State

Simple Linear + 1 + 3 - 5 - 6 - 8 - 8 - 6 - 9 -13 - 5
5-Yr Groups* +10 +10 0 + 1 + 5 - 1 + 5
7-Yr Groups*
Ob.i· 2-Lines +23 + 2 +14 - 9 -10 -13 - 9 -13 -15 - 6
Obj. 3-Lines +24 + 9 +16 +24 +24 0 + 1 + 5 - 1 + 5

* Models were developed for a = .15 significance level (which includes all
models developed at the a = .10 level). Blank entries are for CRD's
where no significant changes in trend occurred, so that the model will
be a simple linear model.

The recommendation of just one model is difficult. Best all-around pre-
dictive ability is exhibited in the 5-year group models, but this seems to
be the case because of the extraordinary effect of 1974 yields. Models
using 1979 data to predict 1980 have been run, and once again most of them
show a trend change occurring after the first 5-year period (1979-1975) as
well as some remarkably low residual MSE's (.47 and .27 in CRD's 70 and 80,
respectively).

The high errors (16% and 24%) in the predictions of the 3-line models mar
their usefulness. However, to their credit it can be seen that new models
run with 1979 data (for 1980 yield predictions) show 1974 to be once again
the join-point for the last segment in 7 out of 10 cases, extreme slopes
are nonexistent (the largest is 2.21 in CRD 50) and residual MSE's are
again the lowest in the majority of cases (7 out of 10).

The first choice is that the 5-year group models be used for Iowa soybeans
in all CRD's and at the state total. However, the simple linear model will
be acceptable also, as would the 3-line segmented model.

Illinois corn

Simple linear models fitted to 1956-1978 yield data for the 9 CRD's show
yield trend slopes of .97 to 1.41 with a state yield slope of 1.28.
Residual MSE's varied from 30.70 to 53.12. In comparison, subjective 2-line
models fitted over an extended data set of 2 extra years (1954-1978) with a
join-point at 1961 show slopes in the last line segment of .77 to 1.25, and
residual MSE's of 30.32 to 51.33. In a CRD-by-CRD comparison, lffiEshowed
little or no reduction when going from the simple linear to the subjective
model.
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Only 3 CRn's (50, 60, and 70) showed significant changes at the a = .15
level when using 5-year groups for testing. All 3 trend shifts came at
1964. Yield predictions were not noticeably affected, and residual MSE's
were in every instance higher, when compared to the simple linear models.
No significant changes in trend were discovered when testing 7-year
groups.

Join-points for the objective 2-line models occurred in a number of years
(1962, 1963, 1965, 1967, 1972, 1974, 1976). In only one CRn (30) did
residual MSE decrease from the value derived in the simple linear model.
Objective 3-line models also had a variety of join-point combinations
with the most prevalent being 1972-1974 (4 instances). Residual MSE's
for these models were lower than MSE in simple linear models in only
5 out of 10 cases. One interesting note on these 3-line models is that
in 2 CRD's (30 and 40) slopes of the last line segment were actually
negative.

A review of the predictive abilities of the various models (Table 5) confirns
t;heprevious observation that no one model stands out as clearly "best."
The 3-line segmented model again exhibits the best and the worst pre-
dictions, and the simple linear model again proves to be the most con-
sistent. However, this time the majority of "closest" predictions comes
with the 3-line model.

Models using 1979 data to predict 1980 yields were derived and increases
in the value of all slopes occurred. All models have positive slopes
now. However, the previous two worst cases (CRn's 30 and 40) for the
3-line models now show the last join-point at 1977. In effect, only
3 years of data are used to predict 1980, and slopes are now extreme
(13.62 and 10.73). CRn 60 also has a slope of 15.44 because its last
join-point is in 1977. This underlies the major weakness of the segmented
models as mentioned earlier (see page 8 of this report).
Even though excellent predictions were made in some or even most CRD's,
the possibility of large deviations (20%-38% from actual yields) detracts
from the desirability of the 3-line segmented models. This seems to be
the case here for Illinois corn yields. Since there is little distinction
between the results of the simple linear models or 3-line segmented models,
the simple linear model would be preferred.

Illinois soybeans

Simple linear models were run for the base period (1956-1978). Slopes
of the trend lines in the 9 CRD's ranged from 0.14 to 0.30 with a state
yield slope of 0.26. Residual MSE values ranged from 3.26 to 5.09.

Since Illinois soybean yields are available back to 1931, simple linear
models were also developed for the extended time period (1931-1978).
Slopes of the extended linear models ranged from 0.23 to 0.29. MSE
values ranged from 2.57 to 4.04. Both the slopes and MSE values were
comparable to those developed from the shorter base period.

14



Table 5: Relative Percent Difference of Predicted 1979 Yields From
Actual 1979 Yields.

ILLINOIS CORN

MODEL 10

Simple Linear -11
Subj. 2-Lines* - 9
5-Yr Groupst
7-Yr Groupst

20

-13
-14

30

-14
-16

C~
40

- 7
- 9

50

-16
-11

-12

60

-12
-15
-15

70

- 9
-12
-11

80

-22
-24

90

-20
-22

State

-11

Obj. 2-Lines
Obj. 3-Lines

-13
o

- 6
o

-23
-26

-20
-15

-12
- 6

-17
-16

-12
-12

- 9
-15

-22
-14

-14
- 8

* The subjective model was run with an extended data set (1954-1978) instead
of the test period 1956-1978 as were all other models.

t Models were developed at the a = .15 significance level. There were no
significant changes in trend at a = .10. Blank entries are for CRD's
where the models are simple linear.

Predicted yields are practically identical to those from the test periodt
with differences of no more than 4% and most by less than 2%. All other
models run over the data sets show similar results: residual MSE's are
lowered by 0.50 to 1.00 with little change in predicted yields. Only R2
values were significantly changedt with decreases of .20 to .50 for the
shorter test period. Neverthe1esst these results support using the
shorter test period (see Data Bases).

A review of the 5- and 7-year group models shows little to report. Only
one CRD (70) showed significant trend change at the a = .15 1eve1t and
none at the a = .10 level for 5-year groups. Two C~'s (80t 90) were
significant at the a = .10 level for 7-year groups. In all 3 C~'St
residual MSE were the highest of any MSE values for all models in those
CRD's.

Objective 2-1ine models showed a variety of different join-points (1957t
1958t 1963t 1964t 1970t 1974) depending upon which C~. A1sot interestingly
enought residual MSE were larger than MSE from the simple linear models in
almost every case. Objective 3-1ine models showed the lowest residual MSE
in almost every caset and in 7 out of 10 cases the 2 join-points occurred
in 1972 and 1974. Slopes in the last line segment ranged from -1.78 to
1.77. Howevert there was only one negative slope (occurring in CRD 90)
and this came about because the last join-point occurred in 1976. Agai~
there is a problem when only 3 years of data were used to predict a yield.

Results of the predictive ability of each model are summarized in Table 6.
Some excellent predictions were made with the use of the 2- and 3-1ine
segmented models. As with other states and cropSt the simple linear models
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Table 6: Relative Percent Difference of Predicted 1979 Yields From
Actual 1979 Yields.

ILLINOIS SOYBEANS

CRD
MODEL 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 State

Simple Linear -10 -14 - 8 - 5 - 4 -10 -12 -13 -19 -10
5-Yr Groups* + 4
7-Yr Groups* -12 -17
Obj. 2-Lines - 4 -11 -11 0 - 3 -10 - 1 -10 -16 - 8
Obj. 3-Lines + 1 -13 + 2 + 8 + 8 - 1 + 4 -13 -33 0

* Models were developed at the a = .15 significance level (these include
the same models developed at the a = .10 level). Blank entries are for
CRD's where the models are simple linear.

Table 7: Comparison of the Square Root of Residual MSE Values (in
Quintals/Hectare) for the 2- and 3-Lined Segmented Models.

ILLINOIS SOYBEANS

CRD
MODEL 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 State

2-Line 2.0 1.9 2.0 2.3 2.0 1.9 2.1 1.9 1.9 1.8
3-Line 1.9 1.9 1.7 2.1 2.0 1.8 2.1 2.0 1.8 1.8
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were consistently good to fair, but in this instance they were never the
closest to the true yields. Three-lined models were within 8% of the
actual yield 7 times out of 10, yet again showed the highest variability.

A closer comparison of the square root of the residual MSE values (in
quintals/hectare) for the 2- and 3-line segmented models is found in
Table 7. This table shows that even though MSE's were generally lower in
the 3-lined models, the difference is not that large. Also, models using
1979 data to predict 1980 have been run, and a review shows that 9 out of
10 of the 2-line models have 1974 as a join-point, and all 10 cases of
3-lined models have the last join-point in 1974. Predicted yields for
both models in all CRD's are very close to each other, as are residual
MSE's.

On the basis of these data and comparisons, selection of one model for
predicting 1980 yields is difficult. However, the 3-lined model was se-
lected because of the number of CRD's with low predictive errors (see
Table 6) and because the negative slope in CRD 90 which caused such an
extreme error in the 1979 prediction has been eliminated in the model
predicting 1980.

Indiana corn

Simple linear models run over the base period (1956-1978) showed yield
trend slopes of 1.03 to 1.49 for the CRD's, and a state yield slope of
1.26. Residual MSE values ranged from 26.26 to 60.68.

Five- and 7-year group models were run, and most turned out to be simple
linear. Only CRD's 30 and 60 had a significant change for 5-year groups
at the a = .15 level, and CRD 90 had a significant change for 7-year groups
at the a = .15 level. In all 3 CRD's, residual MSE's were higher than for
the simple linear models.

Objective 2-line models had join-points in 1962, 1963, 1965, 1974 and 1975
with 1962 being the most commonly selected. Objective 3-line models
showed 7 out of 10 cases with the join-points in 1972 and 1974. Residual
MSE's were consistently higher in the 2-line models, and many of these
MSE's were even higher than those derived in the simple linear models.
Slopes of the last line segments in the 3-line models ranged from 2.36
to 5.83.

The predictive abilities of the various models are su~izedin Table 8.
From these results one can see that every model did good to excellent in
predicting yields. Once again the 3-lined models showed the most vari-
ability, having the largest errors. Simple linear models were very
consistent, predicting closest to true yields 5 times out of 10, and never
having an extreme off-prediction.

Because of this consistency, and because (as can be seen in Table 9)
residual MSE's compared very favorably to the lower MSE's of the 3-lined
models, the simple linear models were selected for 1980 predictions.
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Table 8: Relative Percent Difference of Predicted 1979 Yields From
Actual 1979 Yields.

INDIANA CORN

- 6 - 7 - 1 - 8 - 5 - 9 + 1
+ 3 + 4 + 8 + 6 + 7 + 2 +10

+ 4
o +11

+19 +15

MODEL

Simple Linear
5-Yr Group*
7-Yr Group*
Obj. 2-Line
Obj. 3-Line

10

- 2

20

- 6

30

- 9
+10

CRD
40

- 4

50

- 3

60 70 80

- 7 + 6 + 2

- 6

90

- 1

State

- 3

- 6
+ 7

* Models were developed at the a = .15 significance level. There were no
models developed at the a = .10 level. Blank entries are for CRD's with
models that are simple linear.

Table 9: Comparison of the Square Root of Residual MSE Values (in
Quintals/Hectare) for the Simple Linear and 3-Line Segmented
Models.

INDIANA CORN

CRD
MODEL 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 State

Simple 6.5 6.0 6.0 7.8 6.4 5.1 7.3 6.8 5.6 5.9
Linear

Obj. 3- 5.7 5.8 5.0 7.7 6.3 5.0 7.2 7.0 5.1 5.6
Line
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various models are summarized in
accurate models were the simple

Fully half of the 3-line segmented
true yield than the worst predictions
little predictive ability gained by

Indiana soybeans

Simple linear models covering the base period (1956-1978) for all 9 CRD's
had yield trend slopes of 0.18 to 0.35 with a state yield slope of 0.29.
Residual MSE values were from 2.11 to 5.16.

Five-year group models were run, and significant (a = .15) changes in
yield slopes occurred at 1974 in ~ll CRD's except CRD 20 and 30. Slopes
in these 5-year periods (1974-1978) ranged from 0.88 to 1.97. Residual
MSE values were from 2.72 to 8.28 and were higher than comparable simple
linear model MSE's in 6 of 8 cases. Seven-year group models were all
simple linear in form because there were no significant (a = .15) changes
in yield trends in the 7-year groups.

Objective 2-line models were developed with join-points in 1961, 1966,
1968 and 1974. The most commonly selected (6 of 10 cases) join-point
was in 1974. One CRD (80) with a join-point in 1968 resulted in a
negative slope of -0.01. There was little change in residual MSE values
compared to those of the simple linear models; half were slightly lower
while the other half were slightly higher.

Objective 3-line models resulted in a variety (7 different combinations)
of join-points. Most of the join-points did occur in the 1970-1974 time
period. Slopes of the yield trends in the last line segments of the models
varied from the extremes of -0.94 (CRD 20) to 1.76 (CRD 40). Residual MSE's
were lower in 7 of 10 cases than the MSE values of the simple linear models.

The relative predictive abilities of the
Table 10. It can be seen that the most
linear and the 2-line segmented models.
model predictions were farther from the
of these two models. There seems to be
using either of the two models.

Models using 1979 data to predict 1980 have been run, and a review of the
join-points selected for the new set of 2-line models show almost no changes
(1974 is now the join-point in 7 of 10 cases). Eight of the 10 2-line models
now have smaller residual MSE's than the comparable simple linear model. but
the differences remain very small (absolute differences were no greater
than 0.31). In order to maintain consistency with other states and crops,
the simple linear model was again selected although it appears that the 2-
line model will predict just as accurately.

Conclusions

Some conclusions, observations, and remarks are as follows:

o The variability of the yields decreased as we move eastward. In Indiana
all models predicted fairly well, and residual MSE's were relatively
lower, when compared to results of the Iowa models.

19



Table 10: Relative Percent Differences of Predicted 1979 Yields From
Actual 1979 Yields.

INDIANA SOYBEANS

CRD
MODEL 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 State

Simple Linear -10 -11 -10 - 1 - 3 + 1 - 3 + 3 + 4 - 5
5-Yr Groups* + 1 +16 +17 +15 +10 +16 +14 + 9
7-Yr Groups*
Obj. 2-Lines - 3 - 8 + 1 + 7 +12 + 5 + 7 - 3 + 1 + 5
Obj. 3-Lines 0 -16 + 5 +14 +15 + 7 + 9 +20 +15 + 9

* Models were developed at the a = .15 significance level. These include
all models developed at the a = .10 level. Blank entries are for CRD's
with models that are simple linear.

o Simple linear models were the most consistent for all states and crops.
Objectively selected 3-line models showed the most variability in pre-
dicted yields, being often the closest to true yields in one CRD, and
20%-30% off in a neighboring CRD.

o Predictive ability was not lowered when limiting the data set to the
1956-1978 test period. The addition of 1931-1955 data had little effect
on the percent differences of predicted yields from actual yields.

o There was much fluctuation in the selection of join-points for 2-line
models, but join-points in 1972 and 1974 were usually selected in 3-line
models.

o Three-line models which selected join-points in years after 1974 in-
variably suffered in predictive ability. Such models might have
extremely positive slopes, or even negative slopes. Prediction would
be off by 15%-35% in such cases. A possible suggestion for future work
in this area would be force 3-line (or 2-line) models to have positive
slopes, and perhaps even force the last line segment to be at least 5
years in length.

The two most preferred models for each state/crop combination follow:

State/Crop
Iowa/corn
Iowa/soybeans
Ill./corn
Ill./soybeans
Ind./corn
Ind./soybeans

1st Model Choice
simple linear
5-yr groups
simple linear
obj. 3-line
simple linear
simple linear

20

2nd Model Choice
obj. 3-line
simple linear
obj. 3-line
obj. 2-line
ob.;.2-line
obj. 2-line



When selecting a single model to be used to best predict yield in these three
states, the apparent choice is the simple linear model. A listing of simple
linear models (updated through 1979) for 1980 corn and soybean yield pre-
dictions are found in the Appendix (Tables AI-A6). It should be noted that
simple linear models were consistently best for corn, while there was more
variability between models when dealing with soybeans. It may be that the
single model selected only for soybeans (independent of corn) should be an
objective 2-line model.
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Table AI: "Straw Man" Yield Models for 1980 Yield Predictions.

IOWA CORN

R2 Predicted
Model CRD MSE 1980 Y

Y = 33.96 + 1.55(X) 10 62.63 .67 71.16
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 39.29 + 1.53(X) 20 34.42 .78 76.01
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 37.64 + 1.49(X) 30 28.80 .80 73.40
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 38.39 + 1.14(X) 40 81.75 .46 65.75
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 42.59 + 1.33(X) 50 71.76 .56 74.51
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 43.73 + 1.27(X) 60 30.39 .73 74.21
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 36.24 + 1.17(X) 70 99.33 .42 64.32
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 34.05 + 1.10(X) 80 97.45 .39 60.45
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 37.91 + 1.44(X) 90 54.39 .67 72.47
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 38.58 + 1.36(X) State 42.51 .69 71.22
(X) = year - 1956
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Table A2: "Straw Man" Yield Models for 1980 Yield Predictions.

IOWA SOYBEANS

R2 Predicted
Model CRD MSE 1980 Y

Y - 14.99,+ .45(X) 10 5.52 .66 25.79
(X) - year - 1956

Y - 15.65 + .38(X) 20 1.72 .81 24.77
(X) = year - 1956

Y • 13.72 + .42(X) 30 2.46 .79 23.80
(X) - year - 1956

Y - 16.01 + .35(X) 40 5.24 .56 24.41
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 17.88 + .32(X) 50 4.21 .56 25.56
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 17.60 + .38(X) 60 2.52 .75 26. 72
(X) • year - 1956

Y • 17.86 + .24(X) 70 2.99 .51 23.62
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 16.23 + .22(X) 80 4.88 .34 21.51
(X) = year - 1956

Y • 16.63 + .35(X) 90 4.03 .61 25.03
(X) - year - 1956

Y • 16.21 + .36(X) State 2.51 .73 24.85
(X) • year - 1956
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Table A3: "Straw Man" Yield Models for 1980 Yield Predictions.

ILLINOIS CORN

R2 Predicted
Model CRD MSE 1980 Y

Y = 45.63 + 1.15(X) 10 34.42 .67 73.23
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 41.98 + 1.28(X) 20 33.51 .72 72.70
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 42.01 + 1.33(X) 30 45.22 .67 73.93
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 45.86 + 1.41(X) 40 52.09 .67 79.70
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 43.96 + 1.49(X) 50 50.22 .70 79.72
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 40.34 + 1.44(X) 60 50.58 .68 74.90
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 36.09 + 1.57(X) 70 51. 75 .71 73.77
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 28.38 + 1.16(X) 80 44.75 .61 56.22
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 29.37 + 1.10(X) 90 51.96 .55 55.77
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 41.20 + 1.37(X) State 36.38 .73 74.08
(X) = year - 1956
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Table A4: "Straw Man" Yield Models for 1980 Yield Predictions.

ILLINOIS SOYBEANS

R2 Predicted
Model CRD MSE 1980 Y

Y = 18.77 + .29(X) 10 4.01 .51 25.73
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 17.86 + .23(X) 20 3.93 .42 23.38
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 17.66 + .32(X) 30 3.71 .59 25.34
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 19.56 + .30(X) 40 4.94 .49 26.76
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 18.51 + .30(X) 50 3.91 .55 25.71
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 18.22 + .28(X) 60 3.64 .54 24.94
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 15.40 + .30(X) 70 4.70 .50 22.60
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 14.31 + .27(X) 80 3.79 .49 20.79
(X) = yield - 1956

Y = 13.99 + .18(X) 90 3.90 .30 18.31
(X) = yield - 1956

Y = 17.26 + .28(X) State 3.36 .55 23.98
(X) = yield - 1956
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Table A5: "Straw Man" Yield Models for 1980 Yield Predictions

INDIANA CORN

R2 Predicted
Model CRD MSE 1980 Y

Y 42.53 + 1.26(X) 10 39.68 .68 72.77
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 40.40 + 1.08(X) 20 34•47 .64 66.32
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 37.33 + 1.09(X) 30 35.61 .64 63.49
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 40.41 + 1.38(X) 40 58.27 .63 73.53
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 40.23 + 1.38(X) 50 39.72 .72 73.35
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 37.37 + 1.25(X) 60 26.01 .76 67.37
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 35.66 + 1.45(X) 70 51.40 .68 70.46
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 33.26 + 1.23(X) 80 44.75 .64 62.78
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 34.53 + 1.21(X) 90 29.88 .72 63.57
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 39.13 + 1.28(X) State 33.55 .72 69.85
(X) = year - 1956
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Table A6: "Straw Man" Yield Models for 1980 Yield Predictions.

INDIANA SOYBEANS

R2 Predicted
Model CRD MSE 1980 Y

Y = 16.27 + .31(X) 10 3.09 .62 23.71
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 16.29 + .28(X) 20 4.37 .48 23.01
.(X) = year - 1956

Y = 15.51 + .28(X) 30 3.75 .53 22.23
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 16.08 + .35(X) 40 4.12 .61 24.48
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 17.77 + .31(X) 50 4.95 .51 25.21
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 15.17 + .31(X) 60 3.72 .57 22.61
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 15.54 + .31(X) 70 2.03 .71 22.98
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 15.50 + .17(X) 80 2.63 .38 19.58
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 15.13 + .22(X) 90 3.02 .46 20.41
(X) = year - 1956

Y = 16.27 + .30(X) State 2.76 .63 23.47
(X) = year - 1956
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SOYBEANS
PROB (Reject HO when slopes are equa1)*

TEST CRD
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

T1 T2 .50 [liJ Gill .47 .33 @ G [::iQJ G
T2_1 T3 .54 .33 .56 .99 .25 .36 .33 .54 .38

T3_l = T4 .93 .70 .96 .36 .77 .40 .16 .24 .29

* Circled values are significant at the a = .10 level.
Squared values are significant at the a = .15 level.

T1 = slope of trend for years 1978-1974.

T2 = slope of trend for years 1973-1969.

T3 slope of trend for years 1968-1964.

T4 slope of trend for years 1963-1959.
T2_1 slope of trend for years 1978-1969.

T3-1 slope of trend for years 1978-1964.
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.10
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Table A8: IOWA - 7 YR GROUPS
Significance Levels of F-Tests 1956-1978

CORN
PROB (Reject HO when slopes are equal)*

TEST CRn STATE
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Tl = T2 .51 .26 .65 .53 @ .89 .51 .20 Cll] .29
T2_l = T3 .50 .42 .78 .39 .26 .22 .50 .39 .30 .34

SOYBEANS
PROB (Reject HO when slopes are equa1)*

TEST CRn
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Tl = T .65 .31 .96 .94 .23 .62 .56 .40 .332
T2_l = T3 .99 .88 .47 .80 .85 .46 .94 .72 .89

STATE

.43

.82

* Circled values are significant at the a = .10 level.
Squared values are significant at the a = .15 level.

Tl = slope of trend for years 1978-1972 •

T2 = slope of trend for years 1971-1965.

T3 = slope of trend for years 1964-1958.

T2-l = slope of trend for years 1978-1965.
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Table A9: ILLINOIS - 5 YR GROUPS
Significance Levels of F-Tests 1956-1978

CORN
PROB (Reject HO when slopes are equa1)*

TEST CRD STATE
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

T1 ••T .40 .35 .47 .90 .71 .56 .59 .86 .46 .892
T2-1 ••T .70 .97 .60 .99 .91 .55 .68 .38 .64 .783
T3-1 ••T .63 .69 .31 .29 r:ill CJI1 c:w .52 .25 .244

SOYBEANS
PROB (Reject HO when slopes are equa1)*

TEST CRD STATE
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

T1 = T .19 .33 .23 .22 .18 .25 WI] .54 .84 .222
T2_1 ••T3 .57 .79 .32 .40 .63 .22 .24 .23 .32 .30

T3_1 ••T4 .58 .37 .43 .58 .51 .35 .51 .72 .98 .63

* Circled values are significant at the ex •• .10 level.
Squared values are significant at the ex •• .15 level.

T1 ••slope of trend for years 1978-1974.
T ••slope of trend for years 1973-1969.2
T ••slope of trend for years 1968-1964.3
T ••slope of trend for years 1963-1959.4
T2-1 •• slope of trend for years 1978-1969.

T 3-1 ••slope of trend for years 1978-1964.
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Table AlO: ILLINOIS - 7 YR GROUPS
Significance Levels of F-Tests 1956-1978

CORN
PROB (Reject HO when slopes are equal)*

TEST CRD STATE
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Tl • T2 .59 .50 .46 .67 .82 .95 .57 .34 .40 .92

T2-1 • T3 .58 .62 .56 .43 .21 .44 .41 .91 .46 .42

SOYBEANS
PROB (Reject HO when slopes are equal)*

TEST CRD STATE
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Tl • T .96 .99 .60 .90 .80 .86 .79 .83 .93 .912
T2_l • T3 .68 .36 .97 .92 .85 .65 .45 G @ .52

* Circled values are significant at the a - .10 level.
Squared values are significant at the a • .15 level.

Tl • slope of trend for years 1978-1972.
T2 • slope of trend for years 1971-1965.
T3 • slope of trend for years 1964-1958.
T2_l • slope of trend for years 1978-1965.
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Table All: INDIANA - 5 YR GROUPS
Significance Levels of F-Tests 1956-1978

CORN
PROB (Reject RO when slopes are equal)*

TEST CRD STATE
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Tl '"T .47 .47 !:llJ .54 .39 .19 .81 .69 .19 .412
T2_1 = T .64 .77 .58 .96 .96 .43 .78 .63 .79 .833
T3_l = T4 .22 .32 .25 .16 ;24 CJI] .20 .31 .20 .18

'SOYBEANS
PROB (Reject 'RO when slopes are equal)*

TEST CRD STATE
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Tl = T Gill .44 .28 G @ (0 G @ @ G2
T2-l '" T3 .36 .54 .64 .49 .91 .29 .54 .17 .10 .51

T3-l = T4 .77 .71 .68 .81 .59 .86 .79 .46 .65 .79

* Circled values are significant at the a II: .10 level.
Squared values are significant at the a '" .15 level.

T1 = slope of trend for years 1978-1974.

T2 = slope of trend for years 1973-1969.

T = slope of trend for years 1968-1964.3
T4 '" slope of trend for years 1963-1959.
T2_l = slope of trend for years 1978-1969.

T3_l == slope of trend for years 1978-1964.
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Table Al2: INDIANA - 7 YR GROUPS
Significance Levels of F-Tests 1956-1978

CORN
PROB (Reject HO when slopes are equa1)*

TEST CRD STATE
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

T1 T2 .61 .96 .70 .83 .87 .84 .37 .51 llil .83
T2_1 = T3 .37 .68 .91 .32 .47 .55 .21 .76 .36 .40

SOYBEANS
PROB (Reject HO when slopes are equa1)*

TEST
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

T1 = T2 .83 .87 .68 .77 .88 .59 .32 .26 .20
T2_1 T3 .19 .21 .27 .59 .16 .16 .20 .99 .77

STATE

.90

.19

* Circled values are significant at the a
Squared values are significant at the a =

T1 = slope of trend for years 1978-1972 .

T2 = slope of trend for years 1971-1965.

T3 = slope of trend for years 1964-1958.
T2_1 = slope of trend for years 1978-1965.
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